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that of every sensible man, and well would it have been for the famous
physicist, and many of a like mind after him, if this wise and friendly
counsel had been acted upon.1
The wonderful learning and industry of Cardinal Bellarmine are apt
to make us forget his true sanctity. He was ever the man of prayer, seeking
light from above rather than from the sources of human knowledge, and
as we have seen, ever seeking the lowest place. It is now pretty generally
known that but for the opposition of the Erastian governments and certain
prelates of so-called Catholic countries of Europe, this illustrious defender
of the Faith would have been canonized long ago. At least this is to be
gathered from a letter of Benedict XIV to Cardinal de Tencin, where the
reason of the delay is ascribed "to the sad circumstances of the times."
The cause of the great Cardinal which was first introduced in 1627, and
reintroduced in 1675, 1714, 1752, and 1832, reached a definite stage in
1923, when the Master of Controversy was solemnly declared Blessed by
Pius XI on 13th May of that year. He was Canonized by the same
Pontiff on 29th June, 1930, and on I7th September, 1931, proclaimed
a Doctor of the Church.
[Excellent Lives and Biographical Notices of Cardinal Bellarmine
abound in many sources. What may be described as the
official Life appeared in 1613. It is an autobiography in
Latin which the Cardinal wrote at the request of the Fathers
Vitelleschi, It was reprinted (i 887) by Dollinger & Reusch.
Shorter Lives are to be found in the Biographic Universelle,
Paris, 1841. C, Knight's Penny Encyclopedia (1840), and
The Catholic Encyclopedia, vol ii. Blessed Robert Bellarmine^
by the Rev. James Broderick, S J. (Catholic Truth Society),
admirably summarizes the chief events in the history of this
mighty scholar to whom Catholic Christendom owes so much.]
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IT is not unlikely that even if the Blessed Michael Garicoits had not founded
a Congregation already illustrious in the missionary annals of the Church,
1 The question of the Sun being the centre of the Universe hacl already been taught openly
as a theory by Copernicus (1473-1543). Galileo's offence consisted k teaching it as a f*ct and
in detriment to certain statements in Holy Scripture, notably, Josue x. 13, 14. Nearly all the
great minds of the age, Catholic and Protestant, including Lord Bacon, were opposed to Galileo
on this point. Galileo was pensioned by the Pope and died in hi* own house at Arcatri, 1642,